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Welcome to St. Columbkille’s Primary School. We hope that settling in to our 

school will be a happy experience for everyone concerned- your child, you as a 

parent or carer and for the staff who will be working with your child. 

 

This booklet will hopefully give you some ideas of how you as a parent or carer can 

help your child come along to school ready to enjoy him/herself right from the first 

visit.  

 

Many Primary 1 pupils have attended a nursery class and are already familiar with 

the idea of the “big school”. Even if your child is visiting our establishment for the 

first time, we can assure you that the helpful staff and pupils will guide your child 

through the early days. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

Our School Vision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At St Columbkille’s Primary School we have a very clear vision for every member of 

our school community – Together we SHINE. This means that we aim to ensure 

everyone is Successful and experiences regular success in school. That all are 

Healthy through encouraging and developing positive physical and mental health.  All 

members of our school community are Included regardless of their need to ensure 

we Get It Right For Every Child (GIRFEC). We use Nurturing approaches within our 

school to ensure positive relationships and a loving ethos. We have Excellent high 

standards in attainment, behaviour, uniform etc.  

 

Our school vision underpins everything we do and we constantly strive to achieve it. 



 

 

What your child will learn. 

 

In school your child will follow a wide programme of education which is called the 

curriculum. In line with Scottish Government guidelines, we teach the Curriculum 

for Excellence. 

 

The curriculum is divided into 8 areas: 

 

1. Languages including modern languages 

2. Health and Wellbeing 

3. Maths and Numeracy 

4. Expressive Arts 

5. Religious and Moral Education 

6. Sciences 

7. Social Studies 

8. Technologies  
 

 We are continually reviewing our curriculum to equip children for the 21st century.  

The Curriculum for Excellence aims to enable all children and young people to 

become: 

 

 Successful Learners 

  Confident Individuals 

 Responsible Citizens 

 Effective Contributors 

 

Children will experience a broad, general education with a wide variety of 

experiences and outcomes. Children’s learning takes place in different contexts e.g. 

actively, responsively, real life problem solving situations etc. Children will 

participate in Interdisciplinary Topics when Class teachers will make links with 

subject areas to provide interesting learning opportunities for children. In addition, 

each class completes one Enterprise Project each year which encourages them to 

think independently and work together on a meaningful project. Children are also 

taught skills for learning, life and work throughout their time at primary school. 

 
Your child’s teacher will be presenting learning opportunities in all curricular areas. 

Initially this will be in an informal way by encouraging active learning through 

structuring play opportunities and practical experiences, storytelling, drawing, 

singing etc. Your child will then progress onto more formal learning opportunities 

such as reading, writing, counting etc. 

 

Play is a crucial process in children’s development and the means by which children 

come to understand and learn about their environment. Teacher-directed as well as 



child-led play is a way forward in developing wider experiences and A Curriculum for 

Excellence recognises that “…learning is embedded in experience.”  

 

Our school Improvement Plan priorities the Scottish Government’s National 

Improvement Framework and as such we aim to: 

• Improve attainment, particularly in literacy and numeracy 

• Close the attainment gap between the most and least disadvantaged children 

• Improve children’s health and wellbeing 

• Improve employability skills and sustained positive school leaver destinations 

for all young people 

  
Whole School Assembly 

 

The whole school comes together for an assembly, usually on a Friday with Mr Gray, 

Mr Adams and Mrs MacDonald. This is when we share and showcase learning 

,practise hymns, relay important messages about what is happening in the school, 

discuss health and wellbeing aspects of the curriculum and celebrate individual and 

group achievements. 

 

Promoting Positive Behaviour 

 

In St. Columbkille’s Primary we promote positive behaviour and have a house point 

system whereby your child will be placed in either St Andrew (Green), St Margaret 

(Blue), St Mungo (Red) and St John Ogilvie. (Yellow) (with their siblings if 

applicable). As part of our Promoting Positive Behaviour Programme we award 

children house points for good behaviour, attitude and hard work. The winning house 

is announced at assembly every week and that house gets an additional 10 minute 

playtime as their reward. 

 

We also award children certificates at our weekly assembly, give golden coins to 

classes that line up quickly or cloakrooms that are tidy and send positive notes 

home. 

 

Lunchtime and After-School Clubs 

 

We have a wide range of lunchtime and after school clubs in the school. Some are 

organised by school staff, some by trained professionals and some by parents and 

carers with specialisms. Clubs for Primary 1 children do not start until Term 3 to 

give the children a chance to settle. Any adult who organises a club has been fully 

checked by the Scottish Government’s P.V.G. System. (Formerly known as 

Disclosure Scotland.)  Clubs include: football, homework, cross country, athletics, 

gymnastics, basketball, fitness, Mini Vinnies and media. 

 

 

 



Primary 7 Buddies 

 

As part of our Health and Wellbeing Programme we encourage our senior pupils to 

take leadership roles and as such we encourage them to buddy the Primary 1 

children. Primary 7 pupils undertake a series of lessons to prepare them to be good 

buddies. On their second visit your child will meet their buddy and go out to play 

with them. Quite often this special relationship lasts all year! 

 

Primary 1 Welcome Mass 

 

To welcome your child and the rest of the family into our school community, we 

have a Welcome Mass at the beginning of every session. Details of this will be 

confirmed nearer the time. 

 

 

Some important questions answered. 

 

1. When does my child start school? 

 

Your child is currently expected to start school on Thursday 13th August – 

should this date change due to the COVID-19 situation we will contact you as 

soon as information becomes available.  

 

On that day the children will be in school from 9.30am until 2.30pm. Children 

will assemble in the hall on the first day. 

 

From Friday 14th August school will be from 9.00am – 3.00pm 

 

Please note that unlike nursery, which has flexible start times, school starts 

promptly at 9am. It is important that children are dropped off and picked up on 

time. Late-coming has a negative impact on your child’s learning. 

 

 

2. Where will my child line up on the first day? 

 

Parents and Carers should bring their children into the main entrance at the school 

office for the first day. 

 

From day 2 Primary 1 children access the playground at the steps beside the 

football pitch. Their Primary 7 buddies will be on hand to escort them to their line 

for as long as they need. Primary 2 - Primary 5 also access the school from here.  

 

When the children have settled in, parents and carers will be expected to leave 

their child at the steps in the morning so that the teachers can bring the lines in, in 

an orderly manner.  



 

The playground is supervised by staff from 8.45am. P7 buddies will also be on hand 

to help. Normally the Head Teacher, Mr Gray, or our Depute Head Teacher, Mr 

Adams, will also be at the entrance.  

 

3. Where will I collect my child on the first day? 

 

Primary 1 children are collected from the senior playground (beside the car park) 

When collecting your child please do not gather directly at the door. The Class 

Teacher will only let children go when parents and carers can be seen. This is 

impossible and frightening for the children if a crowd of anxious adults gather 

immediately at the door. We also insist that an appropriate adult over the age of 16 

collect every Primary 1 child. 

 

4. Where will I park? 

 

To ensure the safety of all the children in the school we have been advised by the 

police and South Lanarkshire Council to put the following procedures in place: 

• Ensure no cars are parked on the yellow zig zags and keep clear signs 

• Ensure the drop off zone outside the school is used for drop off and 

go only – PARKING IS NOT ALLOWED 

• Limit parent car parking to the 14 spaces in the overflow car park beyond 

the playground. Please only use this if absolutely necessary e.g. if you have 

mobility issues or very young children. 

• The main car park (to the left as you enter the gates) will be limited to 

staff only. 

• Ensure cars who park in the disabled space have a valid blue badge. 

• The gates to the car park will be closed/managed between 8.50-9.10am and 

2.50-3.10pm. 

  

In order to maximise pupil safety around the school I would encourage all families 

to: 

  

• Use the crossing on Parkhill Rd, where possible, to access the school. 

• Use the Rutherglen Health Centre car park if driving to school. This is a 

short 2 minute walk from the school. This helps to reduce the number of 

cars in the vicinity of the school and leaves parking spaces free for those 

who really need them. 

• Use our walking bus service. A walking school bus is a group of children 

walking to school with one or more adults from a designated point. In order 

to participate, all children using the walking bus must be registered (Please 

contact school) and the school must have received a signed AV5 form (will be 

sent home once registered.) Our walking bus arrangements are as follows: 

  



Day Meet Up Point Time Adult Supervisor 

Monday Greggs, Burnside 8.30am 
Mrs McGeever 

Mrs Watson 

Tuesday Greggs, Burnside 8.30am 
Mrs McGeever 

Mrs Watson 

Wednesday Greggs, Burnside 8.30am 
Mrs McGeever 

Mrs Watson 

Wednesday Aldi 8.30am 
Mrs Morton 

Mrs Hoole 

  

• Please be considerate to other road users and our neighbours when parking 

in the surrounding streets – don’t park too close to corners which reduces 

visibility for other drivers, don’t park over people’s driveways. 

• Switch off your engine when parked to reduce the air pollution around the 

school. 

 

By working together and having patience, we can ensure the safety of our children. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

 

5. What happens if my child takes ill at school? 

 

We will contact you immediately. If we cannot contact you we will contact your 

emergency contact. It is therefore very important to keep all phone numbers given 

to the school up to date, particularly mobile telephone numbers. Your child will be 

supervised until an adult comes to collect them.  

 

If your child has an accident in school it may be necessary to take him/her to 

hospital. Of course, every effort will be made to contact you. 

 

6. What if my child has a medical problem? 

 

Please speak to Mr Gray, Mr Adams or Mr Wedlock about any aspect of your child’s 

health which may concern you. If your child requires medication to be administered 

in school then you must complete the relevant forms. Please do not send your child 

to school with medicine and a note of instructions as the medication will not be 

administered. If your child has an inhaler they will be expected to keep this in 

their school bag and administer this themselves under supervision if necessary. 



Should this be an issue for an individual child then please speak to a member of 

staff. 

 

7. What if my child has an appointment?   

 

Please inform the school office or the Class Teacher by word or letter beforehand. 

No child is allowed out of school unless they are collected by an adult. Please do not 

take your child away from school either at playtime or lunchtime without informing 

a member of staff. For health and safety purposes, you will be asked to sign a form 

to prove that you have taken your child out of school. 

 

8. Should I send my child to school if they are ill? 

 

Parents and Carers should follow the NHS Guidelines for the control of infection 

which can be found at: 

 

http://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/Search/guidedetail.aspx?id=47103 

In accordance with these guidelines we insist that children do not return to school 

for 48 hours after the last episode of sickness or diarrhea. 

 

THESE MEASURES ARE TO ENSURE 

 THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF YOUR CHILD! 

 

How you can help your child. 

 

There are many activities which are already part of a family’s daily routine that will 

prepare your child for school. Try to provide opportunities for them to practice: 

 

➢ Choose a quiet time to read. 

➢ Playing with other children;       

➢ Talking to other children and adults 

➢ Sharing and taking turns; 

➢ Singing and saying nursery rhymes; 

➢ Retelling a simple story; 

➢ Holding a book and turning the pages; 

➢ Colouring in; 

➢ Using scissors;7Asking nicely for what they need; 

➢ Doing things until they are finished; 

➢ Going to the toilet by themselves.  

                                                                                                                                 

Please pin up your child’s ‘Boaster Poster’ and refer to it regularly with your child. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/Search/guidedetail.aspx?id=47103


Reading 

 

This is an ideal way of introducing your child to books and the written word. It is 

important that your child sees that you are interested in their reading. They should 

feel that you enjoy reading with them. 

 

➢ Choose a quiet time to read. 

➢ Sit close together to share the book. 

➢ Look at the front cover together. 

➢ Encourage them to hold the book with you and to turn the pages carefully. 

➢ Discuss the pictures and ask your child to guess what will happen next. 

➢ Before turning the page ask what is going to happen next. 

➢ Encourage and praise your child as they read. 

➢ Help them to read ‘tricky’ words. 

➢ Chat about the story together. 

➢ Ask them to tell you the story. 

➢ Encourage your child to talk about what they enjoyed about the story. 

➢ Enjoy this shared time by relating the story to the child’s experiences. 

 

 

Talking and Listening 

 

Children learn a lot from listening and talking with others.                                                                 

They learn to read and write when they are able to listen and talk easily to others. 

 

Here are some ways you can help your child: 

 

➢ Identify well known sounds e.g. telephone, door bell, car engine. This will 

encourage your child to listen 

➢ Copy clapping and tapping sounds 

➢ Talk about words which sound the same 

➢ Allow children to complete the end of rhymes  

➢ Ask them their opinions and value them 

➢ Help your child to listen by listening to them 

➢ Answer their questions simply, clearly and carefully 

➢ Encourage them to ask you questions 

➢ Encourage them to tell you how they feel                                                        

➢ Repeat nursery rhymes and number rhymes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing 

 

Many activities give children practise in moving their fingers and hands skillfully in 

order to develop their fine motor skills which are necessary to help them begin to 

write. Many children love to “write” their own little stories and what looks like a 

scribble to adults can be important “writing” which has meaning to a child. 

 

Please do not use capital letters when writing for your child- apart from the 

beginning of a name. 

 

➢ Making jigsaws 

➢ Playdough modelling 

➢ Building bricks e.g. duplo or lego 

➢ Drawing and painting 

➢ Colouring in pictures  

➢ Threading beads 

➢ Colouring and cutting activities. 

 

Allow your child to scribble and draw using crayons, felt pens, chalk or pencils. Let 

them use whichever hand they prefer.                        

Create real opportunities for your child to write, such as signing cards, letters or 

invitations.  

 

Always praise your child for their efforts. 

 

Mathematics and Numeracy 

 

Your child’s first experiences of maths will have been through everyday activities 

at home e.g. TV channel numbers, clocks, paying for goods/prices on items.             

                                 

You can help them to develop their maths by: 

 

➢ Looking for numbers in shops, on buses, house numbers etc 

➢ Asking your child to help you get e.g. 3 apples 

➢ Counting the stairs/steps to your house; 

➢ Singing counting songs 

➢ Sorting objects by type, size or colour 

➢ Matching pairs e.g. socks 

➢ Playing pairs games, snap and Lotto games 

➢ Sharing sweets one, two etc. to each person 

➢ Using mathematical language such as more, less, longest, shortest, heavy, 

light 

➢ Looking for shapes all around them      

 

 



Relationships with other pupils and adults in the school. 

 

All children have to learn to play with others and to share materials in class. You 

could help your child by: 

 

➢ Encouraging them to take turns 

➢ Encouraging good manners-please and thank you 

➢ Ask them to share games or belongings in the family 

 

Promoting Positive Behaviour 

 

In St. Columbkille’s Primary School we have a policy of promoting positive behaviour. 

Please don’t use coming to school as a threat to improve behaviour. Staff want to be 

seen as partners with parents in preparing children with skills for life. Prepare your 

child to be a good citizen by encouraging them to care about others e.g. helping 

around the house and being valued for doing so. All children love to know how good 

or clever they are. Try to catch them being good and praise them! 

  

 

 

Important Information  

(or how to make everyone’s life a bit easier!!) 

 

✓ Please, please, please write your child’s name on all clothing. 

      

To busy school staff one school sweatshirt looks the same as another. If you don’t 

write your child’s name on the label, mix ups frequently happen and your child might 

be the one going home with the old sweatshirt which is full of holes rather than the 

one which has been carefully looked after! 

 

✓ Please buy school shoes with either velcro or buckle fastenings rather 

than laces. 

 

Children have a tendency to fall over untied shoe laces and school staff don’t have 

time to tie 25 or rather 50 shoe laces! We also ask that you purchase a pair of soft 

black gym shoes for children to wear indoors.  

 

✓ Please put all money in an envelope with your child’s name on it. 

 

Until children settle in to school, life is very confusing. If at all possible any money 

sent in to school should be clearly labelled so that no confusion exists.  

 

✓ Please give your child a healthy snack and small drink for playtime.  

 



As we are a Health Promoting School we encourage our children to eat healthy 

snacks every day.  

 

✓ Please check your child’s school bag every night. 

 

Homework or home learning is generally given out from Monday to Thursday. Each 

child receives a homework sheet which sets out the homework for the week. We 

also give out a homework folder for children to keep their homework in. Please 

encourage children’s independence by ensuring they have all of their belongings at 

the beginning of the school day. 

 

✓ Please ensure your child has his/her PE kit on the correct days 

 

All children receive 2 hours of high quality Physical Education per week. The 

children should have a change of gym kit on these days. This should be a school polo 

shirt and black shorts. The children will also wear their indoor shoes. No jewellery 

is allowed at PE. 

 

✓ Please ensure your child has decided what he/she is ordering for lunch 

 

A menu for each yearly season is sent home for parents to discuss with children 

what they would like to order for lunch on any given day. There is a choice of 2 hot 

meals and 2 cold meals. These meals are colour coded and match the tray that the 

meal is served on. Please ensure your child knows what they are ordering and what 

colour that meal is. 

 

 

 

Newsletters are issued monthly and are also available on our website: 

 

https://stcolumbkilles.wordpress.com/ 

 

Twitter:   @StColumbkille’s 

 

Download our school app on IOS or Android by searching mySchoolApp 

 

The best way to keep up to date about what is happening in school is to join us on 

Twitter or download our app. We regularly update parents and showcase learning 

and special events using these methods.  Letters are also issued about various 

things throughout each term e.g. notification about school trips. 

 

We operate an “Open Door” policy and will endeavour to speak to you whenever we 

can if you have any queries or issues. However, it is always best to telephone 

beforehand to check availability. 

 

https://stcolumbkilles.wordpress.com/


 

Curriculum Evening - Learning and Teaching Workshop 

 

A Learning and Teaching Workshop will be held for parents and carers in 

September. We will give you information about the best way to help your child in 

the first few months of school.  It will include: 

 

➢ Information about the routines and timetable in Primary 1 

➢ Activities to do at home which will consolidate your child’s learning at school  

➢ An explanation of how we organise our Homework  

➢ Information about how we teach phonics and reading 

➢ Information about how we teach numbers including the language of maths 

➢ Information about our structured play and active learning activities 

 

 

You will also be able to ask questions about anything which is concerning you 

regarding your child starting school. 

 

It is extremely important that you, or a representative, attend this meeting to 

keep updated of the current methods to teach your child.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


